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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is responsive to communications: Original Application filed 3/28/2001. 



2. 



Claims 1-36 are pending. Claims 1,13 and 26 are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 



4. Claims 1-3, 5, 7, 10-11, 13-15, 17, 19, 22-23, 25-27, 29, 31 and 34-35 rejected under 
35 U.S.C, 102(a) as being anticipated by Schlafly U.S. Patent No. 5,633,998 filed 7/18/1995. 

In regard to independent claim 1, Schlafly discloses entering a first set of data in a first 
set of fields displayed in columnar format in a first column on a display screen (Schlafly Figure 
2A shows a spreadsheet wherein the first set of data is in a column); entering a second set of 
data in a second set of fields displayed in columnar format in the first column on the display 
screen, wherein the first column comprises the first set of fields displayed vertically and the 
second set of fields displayed vertically, and wherein the first column comprises a single column 
label which spans the width of one of the first set of fields and one of the second set of fields; 
(Schlafly Figure 2 A shows a spreadsheet wherein the second set of data is in a column and where 
both the first and second fields are vertically displaying and in a single column, and both have 
labels) displaying the first set of data in the first set of fields and the second set of data in the 
second set of fields, wherein the first set of fields is displayed to the left of the second set of fields 
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(Schlafly Figure 2A shows a spreadsheet containing first and second fields and where the first 
field is the left of the second field); and redisplaying the first set of data in the first set of fields 
and the second set of data in the second set of fields, wherein the first set of fields is displayed to 
the right of the second set of fields. (Schlafly Figure 2A shows a spreadsheet where it is well 
know in the art the spreadsheet columns can be moved) 

In regard to dependent claim 2, Schlafly discloses wherein the single column label is 
displayed at the top of the column. (Schlafly Figure 2A shows a spreadsheet where the column 
contain labels) 

In regard to dependent claim 3, Schlafly discloses wherein a first field label is 
displayed for the first set of fields below the single column label; and wherein a second field 
label is displayed for the second set of fields in a same row (Schlafly Figure 2A shows a 
spreadsheet where the column contain labels on the first and second set of fields) 

In regard to dependent claim 5, Schlafly discloses wherein the second set of data 
comprises one or more mathematical operators; and wherein the second set of fields comprises 
one or more operation fields. (Schlafly Figure 2 A shows a spreadsheet where the second column 
contains mathematical operators and operation fields) 

In regard to dependent claim 7, Schlafly discloses wherein the second set of data 
comprises one or more numeric values; and wherein the second set of fields comprises one or 
more number fields. (Schlafly Figure 2A shows a spreadsheet where the second column contains 
numeric values and number fields) 

In regard to independent claim 10, Schlafly discloses entering a third set of data in a 
third set of fields displayed in columnar format in a second column on the display screen 
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(Schlafly Figure 2A shows a spreadsheet wherein the third set of data is in a column and it is 
well know in the art that spreadsheets can contain more than one set of data in one column); 
entering a fourth set of data in a fourth set of fields displayed in columnar format in the second 
column on the display screen, wherein the second column comprises the third set of fields 
displayed vertically and the fourth set of fields displayed vertically, and wherein the second 
column comprises a second single column label which spans the width of one of the third set of 
fields and one of the fourth set of fields (Schlafly Figure 2A shows a spreadsheet wherein the 
second set of data is in a column and where both the third and fourth fields are vertically 
displaying and in a single column and it is well know in the art that spreadsheets can contain 
more than one set of data in one column, and both have labels); and displaying the third set of 
data in the third set of fields and the fourth set of data in the fourth set of fields, wherein the third 
set of fields is displayed to the left of the fourth set of fields. (Schlafly Figure 2A shows a 
spreadsheet where it is well know in the art the spreadsheet columns can be moved) 

In regard to dependent claim 11, Schlafly discloses redisplaying the third set of data in 
the third set of fields and the fourth set of data in the fourth set of fields, wherein the third set of 
fields is displayed to the right of the fourth set of fields. (Schlafly Figure 2A shows a spreadsheet 
where it is well know in the art the spreadsheet columns can be moved) 

In regard to independent claim 13, claim 13 in addition to the following reflects the 
same subject matter as claimed in claim 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

A CPU wherein memory stores program instruction (Schlafly Col 6 Lines 16-27 i.e. 
CPU, a display device, a main memory.) 



Application/Control Number: 09/820,387 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2178 

In regard to dependent claim 14, claim 14 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 2 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
System (Schlafly Abstract i.e. system) 

In regard to dependent claim 15, claim 15 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 3 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
System (Schlafly Abstract i.e. system) 

In regard to dependent claim 17, claim 17 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 5 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
System (Schlafly Abstract i.e. system) 

In regard to dependent claim 19, claim 19 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 7 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
System (Schlafly Abstract i.e. system) 

In regard to dependent claim 22, claim 22 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 10 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
System (Schlafly Abstract i.e. system) 

In regard to dependent claim 23, claim 23 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 1 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
System (Schlafly Abstract i.e. system) 

In regard to independent claim 25, claim 25 in addition to the following reflects the 
same subject matter as claimed in claim 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system and Col 6 Lines 16-27 
a main memory.) 
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In regard to dependent claim 26, claim 26 in addition to the following reflects the same 

subject matter as claimed in claim 2 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system) 
In regard to dependent claim 27, claim 27 in addition to the following reflects the same 

subject matter as claimed in claim 7 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system) 
In regard to dependent claim 29, claim 29 in addition to the following reflects the same 

subject matter as claimed in claim 5 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system) 
In regard to dependent claim 31, claim 31 in addition to the following reflects the same 

subject matter as claimed in claim 7 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system) 
In regard to dependent claim 34, claim 34 in addition to the following reflects the same 

subject matter as claimed in claim 10 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system) 
In regard to dependent claim 35, claim 35 in addition to the following reflects the same 

subject matter as claimed in claim 1 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system) 

5. Claims 4, 6, 12, 16, 18, 24, 28, 30 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schlafly U.S. Patent No. 5,633,998 filed 7/18/1995 as applied to claims 1, 
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13 and 25, in view of Liaw et al. (herein after Liaw) U.S. Patent No. 6,104,325 filed 
4/16/1996. 

In regard to dependent claim 4, Schlafly does not disclose wherein the first set of data 
comprises one or more mathematical operators; and wherein the first set of fields comprises one 
or more operation fields. However, Liaw shows that a spreadsheet can contains mathematical 
operators and operations fields in the first column (Liaw Figures 4H, 41, and 4J). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add numerical 
operators to the first column to calculate different information such as loan amounts and 
payments as taught by Liaw Col 1 1 Lines 8-48. 

In regard to dependent claim 6, Schlafly does not disclose wherein the first set of data 
comprises one or more numeric values; and wherein the first set of fields comprises one or more 
number fields. However, Liaw shows that a spreadsheet can contain numeric values and numeric 
fields in the first column (Liaw Figures 4H, 41, and 4J). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply Liaw to Schlafly providing Schlafly 
the benefit of adding numerical operators to the first column to calculate different information 
such as loan amounts and payments as taught by Liaw Col 1 1 Lines 8-48. 

In regard to dependent claim 12, Schlafly discloses where values are automatically 
calculated to display result (Schlafly Fig 2A) 

Schlafly does not disclose wherein the first set of data and the second set of data 
comprise one or more mathematical operators and one or more numeric values. However, Liaw 
shows that a spreadsheet can contain mathematical operators, numeric values (Liaw Figures 4H, 
41, and 4J). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention to add numerical operators to the first column to calculate different information such as 
loan amounts and payments as taught by Liaw Col 1 1 Lines 8-48. 

In regard to dependent claim 16, claim 16 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 4 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

System (Schlafly Abstract i.e. system) 

In regard to dependent claim 18, claim 18 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 6 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
System (Schlafly Abstract i.e. system) 

In regard to dependent claim 24, claim 24 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 12 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
System (Schlafly Abstract i.e. system) 

In regard to dependent claim 28, claim 28 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 4 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system) 
In regard to dependent claim 30, claim 30 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 6 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system) 
In regard to dependent claim 36, claim 36 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 12 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system) 
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6. Claims 8-9, 20-21, 32-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schlafly U.S. Patent No. 5,633,998 filed 7/18/1995 as applied to claims 1, 13 and 25 in 
view of Marshall et al. (herein after Marshall) U.S. Patent No. 5,926,806 filed 10/18/1996. 

In regard to dependent claim 8, Schlafly does not disclose wherein the first set of data 
comprises one or more comment strings; and wherein the first set of fields comprises one or 
more comment fields. However, Marshall shows a spreadsheet that has a column for comments 
labeled memo (Marshall Figure 14) and it is well know in the art that column that contain 
comments can be placed anywhere from the first column to the last column. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply Marshall to 
Schlafly providing Schlafly the benefit of having a column that contains Memo's or comments 
so the user can understand what the particular row contains as show by Marshall in Figure 14. 

In regard to dependent claim 9 Schlafly does not disclose wherein the second set of 
data comprises one or more comment strings; and wherein the second set of fields comprises one 
or more comment fields. However, Marshall shows a spreadsheet that has a column for 
comments labeled memo (Marshall Figure 14) and it is well know in the art that column that 
contain comments can be placed anywhere from the first column to the last column. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply 
Marshall to Schlafly providing Schlafly the benefit of having a column that contains Memo's or 
comments so the user can understand what the particular row contains as show by Marshall in 
Figure 14. 

In regard to dependent claim 20, claim 20 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 8 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
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System (Schlafly Abstract i.e. system) 

In regard to dependent claim 21, claim 21 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 9 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
System (Schlafly Abstract i.e. system) 

In regard to dependent claim 32, claim 32 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 8 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system) 

In regard to dependent claim 33, claim 33 in addition to the following reflects the same 
subject matter as claimed in claim 9 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

Carrier Medium (Schlafly Col 5 Lines 14-15 i.e. computer system) 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Bloomer et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,359,708 issued 10/25/1994 

Banning et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,485,567 issued 1/16/1996 

Sheffield U.S. Patent No. 5,566,330 issued 10/15/1996 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Londra C Burge whose telephone number is 703-305-8784. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am to 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 703-308-5 186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 746-7239 (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 746-7240 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Or: 

(703) 746-7238 (for after-final communications) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 



Londra Burge 
5/25/04 




